Current History Encyclopedia of Developing Nations, and World Fact book.
As librarians read individual reviews and receive advertisements on international sources, they ask themselves several questions: Does our library need all of these encyclopedias on countries? Which ones should be given top consideration? How often should such sources be replaced? It is hoped that the following comments will assist selectors in making purchasing decisions.
EVALUATION CRITERIA
The following factors are used as evaluation criteria in this article.
Coverage. How many countries are included?
How recent is the source? Are up-to-date bibliographies provided? How in-depth is the subject matter (that is, does the work only provide facts, or does it include essays, a brief history, or a summary of current issues)? Is information provided on the United Nations and other international organizations? Each of the sources includes a good introduction or preface, in which the purpose, arrangement, and subjects of the source are explained. In many of the works, abbreviations are explicated in the introduction. Most of the materials have tables of contents, so that the reader can tell whether countries are listed in alphabetical order, or by region. For example,
Current History Encyclopedia of Developing Nations is arranged by regions (South America, Central
America and the Caribbean, and so on); within each regional section, countries are listed alphabetically.
The preface to Worldmark Encyclopedia of the Nations includes "A Guide to Country Articles," which presents a key to flag and color symbols, as well as individual topic section headings in numerical and alphabetical order. Encyclopedia of the Third World has a "Notes and Information Classification System" which lists 384 types of information, ranging from location and area to languages and constitutions. By using the classification system, one can easily identify topic headings and areas of comparative data.
Alphabetical indexes (of subjects, names, or places) appear in every source except Deadline Data.
The indexes to nations would not be used heavily, since the information on countries appears in alphabetical order. (However, as mentioned earlier, one should be aware that individual countries arc sometimes included in a group of islands or a region, and not listed individually.) Most of the sources arc fairly easy to use. In some instances, a user would need assistance in determining the region of the world in which a country is located. Some unusual formats, such as that of Deadline Data, may need to be explained to users.
TREATMENT OF INDIVIDUAT~ COUNTRIES
All of the sources give basic facts about the countries they mention. In most cases, this information pertains to an area's geographical characteristics, population, form of government, current leaders, economy, defense, capital, date of independence, and language.
If one wishes to determine how many topic headings a book contains, one can count the broad categories (such as population, geography, and transportation) into which the data are organized. However, one should keep in mind that some works do not group data into broad categories, but use features has been applied uniformly to all countries, regardless of their size, strength, position or prominence on the world scene. This scheme not only serves as a means for comparative study but also affords the reader balanced knowledge of the new and lesser-known nations." 3 
Background Notes
are "uniform in style, but range in length from three to 15 pages, depending on a country's size and complexity." 4 World provide further charts and tables in their extensive appendixes. Worldmark includes information on conversion tables, global indicators (population, gross national product, commodity prices), demographic indicators, cultural indicators, world energy and agriculture, and international organizations. The appendix of Encyclopedia of the Third World gives information on consumer prices and energy production and consumption in developed and developing nations. It also notes of each developed nation whether it provides economic assistance to the Third World, and reports statistics relevant to the status of women in developing countries.
Statesman s Year-Book contains tables comparing
nations' wheat, barley, and crude oil production, and territorial sea limits. 
